
Why Lutheran Education?
The Lutheran education system is the largest Protestant school system 
in the United States, educating over 300,000 students each year. For 
over 165 years Lutheran education has been synonymous with rig-
orous academics, enriching co-curricular opportunities, and sundry 
career-developmental assets.

The U.S. Department of Education, in a recent survey, ranked the 
Lutheran system highest academically among all other schools, in-
cluding public, Catholic, charter, other Protestant, or other private 
schools. 

According to the Search Institute, Lutheran students score 23-percent 
higher than the national average on standard achievement tests.  Ad-
ditionally, Lutheran high school students score significantly higher on 
the SAT or ACT than the national average.

Non-discrimination Policy:  Sierra Lutheran admits students of any 
race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, 
programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to the 
students of the school.  It does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national and ethnic origin in administration of its educational 
policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and ath-
letic and other school-related programs. 

Did You Know?	

•   That SLHS has a 13:1 student-to-teacher ratio?

•  That Sierra Lutheran’s average combined SAT score is 160 
      points higher than the state average and 121 points higher 
     than the national average.*

•  That the school’s Academic Olympics team has won four state 
    championships since 2006?

• That SLHS’s Athletic Department has won five state  
      championships since 2008?

•   That 99-percent of Sierra Lutheran students matriculate 	
     on to college after graduation?

• That the Class of 2011 generated an average annual  
      scholarship total of $25,000 per student, per year

* Based on 2010 SAT data from the College Board.

Contact: 
Brian Underwood, Executive Director 

Sierra Lutheran High School 
3601 Romans Rd.  Carson City, NV 89705 

underwood@slhs.com 
Telephone (775) 267-1921

www.slhs.com
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“I made many great friends at Sierra Lutheran, and I really 

appreciated all of the one-on-one time teachers spent helping me. 

I feel I was much more successful than I could have been at a 

larger school that lacked the personal attention.”

Sydney Campau, SLHS 2011 • Pepperdine University, 2015



What is the Gifts of Grace Campaign?

The Gifts of Grace Campaign (GGC) represents a comprehensive in-
stitutional development campaign to support Sierra Lutheran High 
School’s long range, sustainable advancement initiatives, which were 
adopted to financially ensure the school’s mission of: “Preparing Stu-
dents for Today, Tomorrow, and Eternity.”

In tandem with tuition dollars,  the GGC plays a vital role in pro-
mulgating first-rate Christian education for northern Nevada through 
the acquisition and development of important infrastructure, facili-
ties, and educational opportunities that will positively develop the next 
generation of Christian leaders. 

What is Needed?

The Gifts of Grace Campaign officially launched as a comprehensive 
institutional advancement campaign on December 1, 2011 with the 
purpose of raising $11 million dollars over the next four years to un-
derwrite the following needs:

To purchase the property that is currently leased by SLHS.

To underwrite infrastructure, parking, and building costs associat-
ed with the construction of a first-rate athletic stadium for track & 
field, football, and soccer. Also included in this phase will be locker 
rooms, a weight room, film room, and a sports medicine facility.

To support the school’s Armor of God Program, which provides 
need-based tuition assistance for families with documented finan-
cial needs.

To build additional classrooms as well as performing arts facilities 
and a library-media resource center.

To design and construct additional athletic venues, such as baseball 
and softball fields, as well as tennis courts.   

These initiatives represent important areas to ensure Sierra Lutheran’s  
continued ability to serve the needs of its ever-expanding community.  

How Can I Support the Gifts of Grace Campaign?

To achieve our goal, Sierra Lutheran prayerfully asks you to consider 
either giving a gift or making a multi-year pledge to this important 
project through any number of available vehicles.  

Additionally, SLHS will be looking to identify other like-minded 
individuals who would welcome the opportunity to support Sierra 
Lutheran financially. Your help in sharing this program with others, 
or by referring us to those who share a common commitment to top-
tier college prep education in a Christian environment, is also vital 
to our cause.

For more information on the Gifts of Grace Campaign and on  
Sierra Lutheran High School please SLHS Executive Director Brian  
Underwood at 775-267-1921, or by e-mail at underwood@slhs.com.

Gifting & Pledging to Capital Projects *	

• Land Cost - $500,000 

• Athletic Stadium & Support Facilities - $3.5 million

• Additional classrooms, arts facilities, library - $2.5 million

• Baseball & softball fields, & tennis courts - $3 million

* Figures subject to change based on excessive fluctuations in market  	
   conditions.	  

Armor of God Tuition Assistance Fund

The Armor of God Tuition Assistance Fund is an ongoing charitable  
giving program that provides educational opportunities for students 
who can only attend Sierra Lutheran through benevolent giving to this  
program.

Over the last five years the percentage of families requiring 
some level of assistance to attend Sierra Lutheran has risen to  
nearly 50 percent of the school’s enrollment. Supporting the  
Armor of God Tuition Assistance Fund will allow SLHS to  
continue providing educational opportunities to those in need.	  

Fellowship & Legacy Opportunities

SLHS offers numerous ways to support the school while at the same time 
providing fellowship and legacy opportunities to bring the community  
together.  

Falcon Pavers	  
Enjoy a piece of SLHS history 
through the purchase of a personally 
worded commemorative paver des-
ignated for the front of the school. 

Gifts of Grace Dinner	 
A night of food, fun, fellowship, 
and fine silent and live auction 
items to benefit SLHS’s tuition as-
sistance program.

SLHS Golf Tournament	  
All golfers and businesses need to 
reserve an entry and/or sponsorship 
in  this fun-filled event held each 
June. 

Naming Opportunities	
Sierra Lutheran’s master building 
plan offers a variety of unique nam-
ing opportunities to honor individ-
uals and families who have led  lives 
of success and significance.

Ways to Give How to GiveGifts of Grace
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The GGC is equipped to facilitate donations in several 
ways.  If you have any questions, or if you wish to donate 
but have specific questions, please contact Sierra Lutheran 
High School.

Cash Donations:	  
Annual gifts paid by check should include a note in the memo sec-
tion “GGC” and be accompanied by the GGC Pledge Card.

Matching Gifts:	  
All donors are strongly encouraged to check with their employers 
about matching gift opportunities.  Thrivent Financial policy hold-
ers are also encouraged to designate qualified Thrivent Choice dona-
tions to SLHS. 

Billing:	  
Individuals who wish to spread donations out over the course of 
the year may indicating preferred billing terms on the pledge card.

Credit Card:	  
SLHS can facilitate donations by processing VISA and MasterCard 
transactions. Please note that vendor fees reduce net donations to 
SLHS by approximately 3 percent.

Stock & Property:	  
The GGC welcomes gifts of appreciated stock and other securities, 
which may make the donor eligible for tax savings.

Life Insurance & Planned Giving:	  
There are a number of planned gift vehicles, such as bequests, re-
mainder trusts, and other annuities, that are available to make a 
more generous gift to SLHS while receiving financial benefits. 

Gifts-in-Kind:	  
Sierra Lutheran welcomes donated services that would ordinarily be 
purchased for operational purposes, for the furtherance of advance-
ment efforts (e.g. auction items), and/or for the development of the 
permanent campus.

Scrip & Passive Sales Programs:	  
SLHS community members can support the school on a daily ba-
sis by participating in the school’s scrip program or by patronizing 
other local retailers who provide SLHS a percentage of sale for pur-
chases made. Visit the Advancement link at www.slhs.com for more 
information.

Note: Restricted vs. Unrestricted Gifts:	  
Gifts earmarked for specific programs (e.g. restricted gifts) are eli-
gible for tax deductible credit, less the cost of any tangible goods-ser-
vices received. Such gifts are not eligible to receive the benefits listed 
on the benefit chart.  Donations to the GGC (e.g. unrestricted gifts) 
are eligible to receive to receive the benefits listed on the benefits 
chart.  GGC donations are unrestricted unless otherwise designated 
for the “Land Fund,” “Building Fund” or the “Armor of God Fund” 
in the “Note” field on the donor card.

Falcon Pavers

SLHS Golf Tournament

Naming Opportunities

“Having gifts that differ according to the grace 
given to us, let us use them...”     Romans 12:6


